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Through the camp, I have learnt how to practise some aspects of the Kouzes and Poser model in my               
studies and personal life.  I learnt the importance of care by óencouraging the heartô when I worked with 
my teammates.  During the activities, we spurred one another on and kept a lookout for each other.  

In a group, we had diverse views and there was a need for mutual respect in order to achieve a                 
common goal. We tried to listen patiently to everyoneôs opinions and come to a consensus. Through this 
process, I learnt the importance of enabling others to act. Everyone in the team felt important and more 
inclined to contribute.  

I also learnt the value of perseverance by challenging the process. For example, we encouraged one                 
another and helped one another to overcome the difficulties that we met with as a team by coming up with 
solutions.  

As Warren Broonis says, ñLeadership is the capacity to translate vision into realityò. Being a leader, I have 
to constantly improve myself in order to lead my team well. I have to keep challenging myself and model 
the way for my team by setting high standards for myself and being a good example.  It is only through 
understanding my own strengths and weaknesses that I am enable to challenge myself and inspire a 
shared vision with my teammates.  

Ashley Maddala, 2E4  

The activities at the camp taught me the importance of the practices of 
the Student Leadership Challenge Model and how to apply the practices 
in order to be a better leader.  

With guidance from my  teachers, I was able to plan and execute various 
activities in school. This builds my self-confidence and gives me the               
courage to challenge the process in whatever I do. Instead of following a 
fixed way of doing things, I learnt that one can be innovative and think 
out of the box  in order to solve problems.  

Yong Chou Zhen, 2N6  
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Vocabulary    

jittery  nervous or unable to relax   :  

exemplary  serving as a desirable model; very good role model  :  

legacy  something that someone has achieved that  continues to exist after 
they stop working   

:  

milestone  :  a significant stage or event in the development of something  

When I was invited to go up on stage to receive my badge on Honoursô Day (Students), I 
felt very honoured and blessed to be given this opportunity. However, I also felt jittery  
to stand on the stage in front of a huge audience.  

It was through the training and exposure to various activities that helped me to grow and 
learn how to be an exemplary  leader. Being a leader is not just about leading others but 
it is also about having the right values that shape and make us who we really are today as 
leaders. 

Being in the Student Council has taught me the value of perseverance as I have to remain 
steadfast during difficult times. When I was assigned duties, I took the initiative to put in 
my best and to step out of my comfort zone. This made me become responsible and more 
pro-active. I have also learnt to ñmodel the wayò to my fellow 
school mates, by leading them through my actions such as                   
displaying care and respect towards everyone. 

I am greatly blessed to be given the opportunity to be part of the 
33rd Student Council Executive Committee and am really thankful 
to all my teachers for giving me this wonderful opportunity. I 
would like to thank my Christ Church family for helping me to 
achieve greater heights  and to achieve much more than I can               
imagine. I look forward to continuing my council journey with my 
fellow council mates as we all work together hand in hand to build 
a legacy for our school.  

Gracial Toh, 3E2  

Honoursô Day (Students) is a very important event in my school.       
Students are acknowledged for their leadership and academic achieve-
ments. To me, being part of this event is an important milestone  in 
my life. I felt very privileged and honoured to be recognised for my 
achievements. It was with great pride and joy when I went up on the 
stage to receive my badge. 

Being part of the Studentsô Council Executive Committee has given me 
a wider platform to stretch my potential and to challenge my limits. I 
have learnt that nothing is impossible and that with confidence,            
anyone can achieve his dreams.  

I am thankful to my peers and teachers who have groomed me to be 
the person I am now. Without them, I would not be where I am today. I 
have promised to carry out my duties to the best of my ability. I will pass 
down my knowledge and skills to my juniors and do my utmost to guide 
them to be the best they can be. 

Amin, 3N6  
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Vocabulary    

appealing  :  an object made by a human being, typically one of cultural or historical interest  

exhilarated  : making one feel very happy, animated, elated or thrilled  

harmonious  : an event or situation that proves to be unexpectedly enlightening  

My group chose to set up a booth about Chinese Tea to create a higher sense of 
awareness about the history of Chinese tea and how to appreciate drinking it 
among our school mates. Drinking Chinese tea is a form of art so we wanted to 
spread this knowledge even among other races so that they can have a better                  
understanding of Chinese tea. 

I created a poster while my group members did research on Chinese tea. It was        
challenging when information from my group mates was sometimes                       
inadequate so I had to take extra time to get more details. I took great pains to 
ensure the poster was appealing  so that people would be attracted to it. 

At the display booth, we brewed tea for teachers and school mates to smell the aroma of the tea leaves. We 
were exhilarated  when Mr Toh brought us more tea leaves for us to showcase. After the showcase, we 
were glad that our efforts paid off. The support from the teachers and our school mates was very                     
encouraging. We hope that with a greater understanding and appreciation of the differences in culture 
and tradition among the various races, Singapore can be a harmonious  
multi -racial country.  

Vincent Neo Wei Wen, 3N5  

My group decided to set up a booth on batik drawing as we wanted other             
races to know more about this art form. As we did not have the equipment 
to enable people to try batik painting, we decided to let them colour a  batik 
picture instead. It was a great experience as my team was enthusiastic and 
worked well together to introduce the beauty of batik painting to our school 
mates and teachers. 

Nivashini, 3N6  

NATIONAL DAY  

For this yearôs National Day parade, I was given the opportunity to be the             
parade commander to lead the various contingents. Through this parade, we 
hope to capture the spirit of Singaporeôs future when we marched with pride as 
a school, regardless of our race or religion. The parade also demonstrates our 
unity, teamwork as well as our loyalty and pride towards Singapore.  

In order to prepare myself for the role, I started memorising the commands 
during the June holidays and mentally visualised the parade layout in order to 
better prepare myself to lead the parade. In spite of my preparations, I faced 
challenges such as losing my voice due to shouting the commands. After the 
first rehearsal, I suffered from sore throat and cough. I consulted my Boysô   
Brigade officers for advice and they taught me to use my diaphragm instead of 
my throat to give commands. I practised this for many weeks and finally                  
mastered the technique which helped me to manage my voice and maintain my health. 

My involvement in the National Day Celebrations helped to instil a sense of responsibility in me. I needed 
to be well-prepared to ensure that things run smoothly so that I could lead my contingents successfully. I 
showed care and concern for my cadets so that they could give their best in the parade.  

I would like to thank the teachers in charge and my fellow cadets for making the National Day                              
celebrations a wonderful and meaningful one. 

Gerald Yung,3E4  
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Vocabulary    

depleted  used up completely :  

spurred  encouraged :  

summit  the highest point of a hill or mountain  :  

devoid  : entirely lacking or free from  

 The highlight of the trip was trekking at Mount Gunung Lambak as a class.                
During the trek, most of us were depleted  of energy and were on the verge of       
giving up. However, my form teacher, Mr Yap, spurred  us on and encouraged 
us to persevere to reach the summit.  

We also visited a school in Kluang where I gained much knowledge and                         
experience about their traditions. I made friends there who taught me how to 
play the Gamelan instrument.  

This trip made me realise how fortunate I am to be able to enjoy  the various    
facilities in my school compared to the school in Kluang. I realised that I should 
count my blessings and appreciate what I have in Singapore.  

Dion Boon, 3N5  

Even though it was tiring to lug my heavy haversack all the way up to the 
summit, I persevered and succeeded in trekking all the way to the      
summit . It is important to persevere, stay strong and not give up         
because we are able to push ourselves to the limit. We need to believe in 
ourselves. 

While trekking up the mountain, my friends wanted to give up and rest 
but I tried to cheer them up by singing songs and pushing them to move 
to the next stop. Teamwork was important because if everyone was     
willing to cooperate with the team, we will be able to get our work done 
more efficiently.  

I really admire the students from SMK Sultain Adbul Jalil School who 
demonstrated perseverance by putting up a performance for us even 
though they were busy preparing for their school examinations when we 
visited their school. Seeing this has inspired me to be more persevering in 
my own personal life and not give up easily. 

Teo Hui Min, 3E3  

I was very inspired by a performance put up by a group of intellectually               
disabled students in the school. I learnt to be more respectful and not judge 
people at first sight. They were passionate about their performance and had 
persevered to put up their best performance to welcome us. 

While trekking, I was really devoid  of energy but I kept pushing my own    
limit. With self motivation, anything is possible as long we set our mind to it.  

Zaafirah, 3E3  

During the trek, I told myself not to give up as through perseverance, I can shape myself into a better      
person. Together with my peers, we had the shared vision that we can reach the summit together so we 
encouraged one another to overcome our fears and obstacles. Through encouraging one another, we              
managed to reach the summit together. I discovered that óencouraging the heartô of my peers does        
wonders in boosting their confidence. With greater self -awareness of our own strengths and limits, we 
were able to achieve any goals that we have set for ourselves. 


